
	   	   	  
	  
	  
The Story: The Hour of Darkness 
 

July 5-6, 2014 / Jeff Gunn 
 
45 From noon until three in the afternoon darkness came over 
all the land. 46 About three in the afternoon Jesus cried out in a 
loud voice, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” (which means “My God, 
my God, why have you forsaken me?”). 
47 When some of those standing there heard this, they said, 
“He’s calling Elijah.” 
48 Immediately one of them ran and got a sponge. He filled it 
with wine vinegar, put it on a staff, and offered it to Jesus to 
drink. 49 The rest said, “Now leave him alone. Let’s see if Elijah 
comes to save him.” 50 And when Jesus had cried out again in a 
loud voice, he gave up his spirit. 
51 At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two 
from top to bottom. The earth shook, the rocks split 52 and the 
tombs broke open. The bodies of many holy people who had 
died were raised to life. 53 They came out of the tombs after 
Jesus’ resurrection and went into the holy city and appeared to 
many people. 
54 When the centurion and those with him who were 
guarding Jesus saw the earthquake and all that had happened, 
they were terrified, and exclaimed, “Surely he was the Son of 
God!” Matthew 27:45-54, NIV 
 
45 From noon until three in the afternoon darkness came over 
all the land. v. 45 
 
I will lead the blind by ways they have not known, along 
unfamiliar paths I will guide them; I will turn the darkness into 
light before them and make the rough places smooth. These 
are the things I will do; I will not forsake them. Isaiah 42:16, 
NIV 
 
Jesus’ hour of darkness becomes an eternity of ____________ 
for me.	  
 

46 About three in the afternoon Jesus cried out in a loud 
voice, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” (which means “My God, my 
God, why have you forsaken me?”). v. 46 

15“Although you have been forsaken and hated, with no one 
traveling through, I will make you the everlasting pride and the 
joy of all generations… Then you will know that I, the Lord, am 
your Savior, your Redeemer, the Mighty One of Jacob. 
Isaiah 60:15-16b, NIV 
 
Jesus’ hour of darkest _________________ becomes an eternity 
of ___________________ for me. 
 
50 And when Jesus had cried out again in a loud voice, he gave 
up his spirit. 51 At that moment the curtain of the temple was 
torn in two from top to bottom. v. 50-51 
 
17 He came and preached peace to you who were far away and 
peace to those who were near. 18 For through him we both have 
access to the Father by one Spirit. 19 Consequently, you are no 
longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow citizens with God’s 
people and also members of his household. Ephesians 2:17-19, 
NIV  
 
Jesus’ hour of darkest _________________ becomes an eternity 
of ____________________ for me. 
 
54 When the centurion and those with him who were guarding 
Jesus saw the earthquake and all that had happened, they were 
terrified, and exclaimed, “Surely he was the Son of God!” v. 54 
 
18 In that day the deaf will hear the words of the scroll, and out 
of gloom and darkness the eyes of the blind will see. Isaiah 
29:18, NIV 
 
Jesus’ hour of darkest _________________ become an eternity 
of victorious _________________ for me. 
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In that day the deaf will hear the words of the scroll, and out of 
gloom and darkness the eyes of the blind will see. Isaiah 29:18, 
NIV 
 
Bottom line: What appears to be darkness and death in the 
“lower story” is actually light and life in the “upper story”!  
 

What’s your next step today?  
Mark it on your Communication Card. 


