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 13 They produced false witnesses, who testified, “This fellow never stops 
speaking against this holy place and against the law… 1Then the high priest 
asked Stephen, “Are these charges true?” Acts 6:13 & 7:1, NIV 
 

How does a person                        God?  
What role does God’s                     play in my life? 
 
2 To this he replied: “Brothers and fathers, listen to me! The God of 
glory appeared to our father Abraham while he was still in Mesopotamia, 
before he lived in Harran. 3 ‘Leave your country and your people,’ God said, 
‘and go to the land I will show you... 5 He gave him no inheritance here, not 
even enough ground to set his foot on. But God promised him that he and 
his descendants after him would possess the land, even though at that time 
Abraham had no child... 8 Then he gave Abraham the covenant of 
circumcision. Acts 7:2-3; 5 & 8 NIV 
 
We cannot approach God because we follow the                 . 
But in his grace, he offers us a                                .  
 
9 “Because the patriarchs were jealous of Joseph, they sold him as a slave 
into Egypt. But God was with him 10 and rescued him from all his troubles. 
He gave Joseph wisdom and enabled him to gain the goodwill of Pharaoh 
king of Egypt. So Pharaoh made him ruler over Egypt and all his 
palace.11 “Then a famine struck all Egypt and Canaan, bringing great 
suffering, and our ancestors could not find food. Acts 7:9-11, NIV 
 
Spiritual history shows mankind’s                        for help 
and the Lord’s intervention to                     . 
 
37 “This is the Moses who told the Israelites, ‘God will raise up for you a 
prophet like me from your own people.’  38 He was in the assembly in the 
wilderness, with the angel who spoke to him on Mount Sinai, and with our 

ancestors; and he received living words to pass on to us. 39 “But our ancestors 
refused to obey him. Instead, they rejected him and in their hearts turned 
back to Egypt. Acts 7:37-39, NIV 
 

We like to practice “                                            ” and often 
forget the most important                             of the past. 
 
44 “Our ancestors had the tabernacle of the covenant law with them in the 
wilderness. It had been made as God directed Moses, according to the 
pattern he had seen… It remained in the land until the time of David, 46 who 
enjoyed God’s favor and asked that he might provide a dwelling place for the 
God of Jacob. 47 But it was Solomon who built a house for him.  
48 “However, the Most High does not live in houses made by human hands. 
Acts 7:44; 45b-48, NIV 
 

Worshipping God is not about a                 , but a                     . 
 
  51 “You stiff-necked people! Your hearts and ears are still uncircumcised. 
You are just like your ancestors: You always resist the Holy Spirit! 52 Was 
there ever a prophet your ancestors did not persecute? They even killed 
those who predicted the coming of the Righteous One. And now you have 
betrayed and murdered him— 53 you who have received the law that was 
given through angels but have not obeyed it.” Acts 7:51-53, NIV 
 

Don’t                         from history and you are doomed  
to                                 it. 
 

54 When the members of the Sanhedrin heard this, they were furious… 
they all rushed at him, 58 dragged him out of the city and began to stone 
him. Meanwhile, the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man 
named Saul. 59 While they were stoning him, Stephen prayed, “Lord Jesus, 
receive my spirit.”  Acts 7:54-59 NIV (selected verses) 
 

MEMORY VERSE 
 
37 “This is the Moses who told the Israelites, ‘God will raise up for you a 
prophet like me from your own people.’ Acts 7:37, NIV 
 
My next step: I will learn from Bible history. I will celebrate the relationship 
I have with God through the person of Jesus Christ and live for him.  
 

What’s your next step today?  
Mark it on your Communication Card. 



Impact Groups 
Embolden: Bold to Learn from the Past 

 
Getting Started: What is one important life lesson that you have 
learned through the mistake/pain of another person? 
 
 
Going back to Sunday 
 
What truth from Sunday’s message was most impactful for you? How 
has the truth made a difference in your thinking, your emotions, or your 
words and actions this past week? 
 

 
 
Using the diagram above, Consider the thought process of someone 
who believes their good behavior makes them right with God. What 
type of self-talk, emotions, words and actions and character will they 
have? 
 
 
Using the diagram above, Consider the thought process of someone 
who believes that Jesus makes them right with God. What type of self-
talk, emotions, words and actions and character will they have? 
 
 
Look up Acts 7:51-60.  How do the emotions and actions of Stephen as 
opposed to the Sanhedrin illustrate the difference between a self-
righteous and Christ-righteous approach to a relationship with God? 
 
 
Focus on God’s Promises 
 
In Acts 7:44-49 Stephen gives a little history of the worship practices of 
the Jewish people, specifically pointing out the role of the tabernacle 
and the temple. The primary purpose of the temple was for sacrifices to 
God. It taught the need for a sacrifice for sin.  

 
Read Hebrews 7:27 and 10:11-14. 
How do these verses show us that worship is not about a place, but the 
person of Jesus? 
 
 
At a time when we are not meeting for in-person worship, why is it 
especially important for us to remember that worship is about the 
person of Jesus and not the place where we happen to be? (See 
Matthew 18:20) 
   
 
My Next Step 
 
Take time today to consider lessons learned from past mistakes in your life. 
Enjoy the forgiveness that God has given you and “fall” forward. Consider 
one lesson that you have learned from the failure of another person. 
Extend forgiveness and grace to that person. If appropriate, thank them for 
the lesson that they helped you learn 
 
 
Doing Life Together 
 
The re-opening of face-to-face gatherings for worship has been 
postponed. Pray for wisdom for our church and its leaders in this 
matter. Consider joining a group or hosting a “house church” meeting 
place in your home. If you are interested in learning more about our 
house church concept, email Pastor Chris at 
chris@crosswalkphoenix.com. 
 
Prayer 
 
Pray together as a group for about 10 minutes. Many groups do this in a 
circle format, allowing each person in the circle to pray or pass as they 
wish until all have had a chance to pray. 
 
Reminders 
 
Being right with God is about a relationship, not the rules. 
When we worship it is about a person, not a place. 
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