
	 	 	
	
	

Father’s Day: Be Strong and Courageous 
 
June 19, 2016 / Jeff Gunn 
 
1 After the death of Moses the servant of the Lord, the Lord said 
to Joshua son of Nun, Moses’ aide: 2 “Moses my servant is dead. 
Now then, you and all these people, get ready to cross the 
Jordan River into the land I am about to give to them—to the 
Israelites. 3 I will give you every place where you set your foot, 
as I promised Moses. 4 Your territory will extend from the desert 
to Lebanon, and from the great river, the Euphrates—all the 
Hittite country—to the Mediterranean Sea in the west. 5 No one 
will be able to stand against you all the days of your life. As I 
was with Moses, so I will be with you; I will never leave you nor 
forsake you. 6 Be strong and courageous, because you will lead 
these people to inherit the land I swore to their ancestors to 
give them. Joshua 1:1-6, NIV 
 

Courage and strength do not result from the absence of  

__________. They result from the presence of ____________ in 

God. This faith convinces us… 

• God promises us many __________ ____________ 

• God promises to make obstacles __________ 

• God promises to be with us ______________ 
 

7 “Be strong and very courageous. Be careful to obey all the law 
my servant Moses gave you; do not turn from it to the right or 
to the left, that you may be successful wherever you go. 8 Keep 
this Book of the Law always on your lips; meditate on it day 
and night, so that you may be careful to do everything written 
in it. Then you will be prosperous and successful. 9 Have I not 
commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; 
do not be discouraged, for the Lord your God will be with you 
wherever you go.” Joshua 1:7-9, NIV 
 
Belief in the gospel promises of God causes us to __________ 

on, ______________, and __________ the word of God. This 

results in further _____________ and _____________. 

10 So Joshua ordered the officers of the people: 11 “Go through 
the camp and tell the people, ‘Get your provisions ready. Three 
days from now you will cross the Jordan here to go in and take 
possession of the land the Lord your God is giving you for your 
own.’” Joshua 1:10-11, NIV 
 
Imagine! Trust in a gracious and giving God will help us 

both ______________ and make ______________ for the times 

ahead—fostering still greater strength and courage.  

 
6 Therefore since it still remains for some to enter that rest, and 
since those who formerly had the good news proclaimed to 
them did not go in because of their disobedience, 7 God again 
set a certain day, calling it “Today.” This he did when a long 
time later he spoke through David, as in the passage already 
quoted: 
“Today, if you hear his voice, 
    do not harden your hearts.” 
8 For if Joshua had given them rest, God would not have 
spoken later about another day. 9 There remains, then, a 
Sabbath-rest for the people of God; 10 for anyone who enters 
God’s rest also rests from their works, just as God did from 
his. 11 Let us, therefore, make every effort to enter that rest, so 
that no one will perish by following their example of 
disobedience. Hebrews 4:6-11, NIV 
 
Imagine! Though battles remain, Jesus is the ____________ 

who is leading us to ______________ and ____________ in the 

true, eternal Promised Land. Soul-depth strength and 

courage come from having an ______________ mindset. 
 

MEMORY	VERSE	
 
9 Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do 
not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the Lord your God will 
be with you wherever you go.” Joshua 1:9, NIV 
 
Bottom line: Battles remain. We need strong and courageous 
fathers in today’s world. The Lord’s presence in our lives 
dispels fear and inspires soul-depth strength and courage. 
 
What’s your next step today?  
Mark it on your Communication Card.  


