
	   	   	  
	  
	  

Thanksgiving 
The Blessing of Thanksgiving 
 

November 22, 2015 / Jeff Gunn 
 
3 I thank my God every time I remember you. 4 In all my prayers 
for all of you, I always pray with joy 5 because of your 
partnership in the gospel from the first day until now, 6 being 
confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will 
carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus. 
Philippians 1:3-6, NIV 
 
10 “This is what the Lord says: ‘You say about this place, “It is a 
desolate waste, without people or animals.” Yet in the towns of 
Judah and the streets of Jerusalem that are deserted, inhabited 
by neither people nor animals, there will be heard once 
more 11 the sounds of joy and gladness, the voices of bride and 
bridegroom, and the voices of those who bring thank 
offerings to the house of the Lord, saying, 
“Give thanks to the Lord Almighty, 
    for the Lord is good; 
    his love endures forever.” 
For I will restore the fortunes of the land as they were before,’ 
says the Lord. Jeremiah 33:10-12, NIV 
 
Thanksgiving creates a space for _____________ and ________. 
 
7 It is right for me to feel this way about all of you, since I have 
you in my heart and, whether I am in chains or defending and 
confirming the gospel, all of you share in God’s grace with 
me. 8 God can testify how I long for all of you with the affection 
of Christ Jesus. Philippians 1:7-8, NIV 
 
14 May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, 
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
2 Corinthians 13:14, NIV 
 
Thanksgiving allows me an opportunity to celebrate God’s 

_____________ and the blessing of __________________________.  

 

9 And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and 
more in knowledge and depth of insight, 10 so that you may be 
able to discern what is best and may be pure and blameless for 
the day of Christ, 11 filled with the fruit of righteousness that 
comes through Jesus Christ—to the glory and praise of God. 
Philippians 1:9-11, NIV 
 
1 And now, brothers and sisters, we want you to know about the 
grace that God has given the Macedonian churches. 2 In the 
midst of a very severe trial, their overflowing joy and their 
extreme poverty welled up in rich generosity. 3 For I testify that 
they gave as much as they were able, and even beyond their 
ability. Entirely on their own, 4 they urgently pleaded with us 
for the privilege of sharing in this service to the Lord’s 
people.5 And they exceeded our expectations: They gave 
themselves first of all to the Lord, and then by the will of God 
also to us. 6 So we urged Titus, just as he had earlier made a 
beginning, to bring also to completion this act of grace on your 
part. 7 But since you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in 
knowledge, in complete earnestness and in the love we have 
kindled in you—see that you also excel in this grace of giving. 
2 Corinthians 8:1-7, NIV 
 

Thanksgiving grants me an occasion to focus on God’s 

______________ and ____________ for my life. 

 
Today I am grateful to God for… 

1. _________________________________________________________ 

2. _________________________________________________________ 

3. _________________________________________________________ 
 

MEMORY	  VERSE	  
 
3 I thank my God every time I remember you. Philippians 1:3, 
NIV 
 

Bottom line: Take the 50-Day Gratitude Challenge. From now 
through New Year’s Day, write down 3 things each day for 
which you are grateful to God. 
 

What’s your next step today?  
 
Mark it on your Communication Card. 


